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AN ILLUSTRATED PUBLIC LECTURE 
 
    Shakespeare’s Romans:  
 
Rediscovering and Reinventing Julius Caesar 
        —Was he lost, you ask?—  
 
by Dr. Brad L. Cook  
 
Department of Classics, University of Mississippi 
 
Where: Bryant Hall 209, University of Mississippi 




“… He reads too much,  
He is a great observer, and he looks 
Quite through the deeds of men.” 
(Caesar about Cassius) 
 










—from a 1622 printing of Plutarch’s Lives 
 
 
“He doth bestride  
the narrow world  
like a colossus” 
(Cassius about Caesar) 
 
 
—from a 1523 book on Cicero— 
 
 
A nearly four-hundred year-old copy of Shakespeare’s plays will soon be on display in Oxford at the 
Gertrude Ford Center and we can read there lines like the above from his Julius Caesar.  
 
What books was Shakespeare reading as he wrote this play?  
 
What were literary portraits of Caesar like before Shakespeare?  
 
How innovative was Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar?  
 
 
Et tu Brute!? 
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